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LIFE APPLICATION MESSAGE 

SERIES: THE PRODIGAL CHURCH 
TEACHING: PART 3, WHY PEOPLE BELIEVE WHAT THEY BELIEVE 

SCRIPTURE:  1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 
 

Why People Don’t Believe: 
 

1. The message sounds ___________. 
 

“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.” 

1 Corinthians 1:18 (ESV) 
 
 
 
“For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”  

1 Corinthians 1:25 (ESV) 
 

 
 
 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”   

1 Corinthians 1:19 (ESV) 
 

 
 
 
JESUS:  “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on 
the last day.” 

John 6:44 (ESV) 
 
 
 
 

2. The message sounds like _____________. 

 
 “For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles.” 

1 Corinthians 1:22 (ESV) 
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3. The messengers are __________________.  

 
“And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 
speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 

1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (ESV) 
 
 
 
“For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God.”  

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (ESV) 
 
 
 

Why do Christians believe? 
 
“Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of 
this age, who are doomed to pass away.  But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God 
decreed before the ages for our glory.”      

1 Corinthians 2:6-7 (ESV) 
 
 
 
 “but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 

         1 Corinthians 1:23 (ESV) 
“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued 
with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. But you have been 
anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge.”  

1 John 2:29-20 (ESV) 
 
 
 
JESUS:   “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of 
my own accord, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear 
to hear my word. You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”   

John 4:32-34 (ESV) 
 
 
 
JESUS:  “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.”   

John 10:27 (ESV) 
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